
An Unusual First Day Cover 
By Howard Grenzebach 

First day covers have been collectibles for many years and are reasonably common. This one is a little dif-

ferent. It was sent to the Chairman of the Board of the First National Bank in Chicago. It was sent by Roy North, 

the Third Assistant Postmaster General whose duties at the time included selecting the designs to be used on 

postage stamps. 

 

The stamp was issued on June 22, 1943. It shows the Polish flag, the flag of the first country to be overrun 

by the German army at the onset of World War II. It was also the first stamp of the "Overrun Countries" series. 

And the autograph on the side of the envelope? It is from the Polish (government in exile) Ambassador to Amer-

ica, Jan Ciechanowski. 

Here is a copy of the enclosed letter: 

 THE DEPUTY THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

June 22, 1943. 
Mr. John P. Oleson, 
Chairman of the Board, 
First National Bank, Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Mr. Oleson: 

The stamp on this letter, honoring the courage and valor of the Polish people, is the 
first in a series of postage stamps to be issued paying tribute to the overrun and occupied 
countries of Europe. 

This is the first time that a postage stamp has been issued by this Government 
bearing a foreign flag as the central subject. To the right of the flag appears the "Phoe-
nix," a mythological bird, signifying renewal of life; to the left is a figure of a kneeling 
woman with shackles falling from outstretched arms, symbolizing liberation. 

It is a pleasure for me to send this first day cover to you. 



 

Press release for the First Day ceremony: 

For Release on Receipt,     INFORMATION SERVICE 

Tuesday, June 22, 1943. POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

 

Postmaster General Frank C. Walker, the Ambassador of Poland, Mr. Jan 

Ciechanowski, and the Deputy Third Assistant Postmaster General, Mr. Roy M. 

North, took part today in ceremonies in Chicago and Washington on the occasion 

of the first sales of the new five-cent stamp in honor of Poland. The stamp is 

the first of a series paying tribute to the overrun and occupied countries for 

their resistance to Nazi aggression. 

In Chicago, Mr. Walker made a brief address (the text of which has 

been made public) in tribute to Poland, in connection with the sale of the 

first sheet of the new stamps there. Philatelic societies conducted ceremonies 

in the main lobby of the post office. Demand for the new stamps was so heavy 

that Chicago was forced to order a second million when the first million was 

near exhaustion. 

At the Washington Post Office, Ambassador Ciechanowski received the first 

sheet of the Poland stamp sold at that office, presented to him by Mr. North, 

whose Bureau is in charge of stamp issues. At the presentation ceremony in the 

post office, the Ambassador made public the following cable which he had re-

ceived from Poland's Finance Minister Strasburger, who is also in charge of Po-

land’s postal and telegraph services: 

As Minister acting for Polish posts and telegraph, request you kindly to 

transmit to United States postal authorities the deep-felt thanks of the Polish 

Government for their friendly gesture in issuing a Polish postal stamp. The 

Polish people welcome this manifestation as yet another evidence of America's 

great friendliness to Poland and also as an expression of the inexorable desire 

to build the future world on the basis of justice and equality which form the 

framework of American ideals." 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following is the second page of the First Day cermony program: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Howard Grenzebach is currently a Director of NSSS and collects Worldwide pre-1950, early Grenada, and 

Swiss standing Helvetia.     

 

 

  


